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Abstract
The increased ﬁnancial disintermediation that characterizes the Malaysiaʼs ﬁnancial system
since the early 1990s has contributed towards changes in the dynamics of monetary
transmission mechanism. Using quarterly data from 1980:1 to 2005:4, we found a greater
eﬀectiveness of monetary policy during the pre-1990:3 period, but the post-1990:3 period poses
much diﬃculty for the conduct of monetary policy. Innovations in the ﬁnancial market
appeared to have led to lower output variability. Further, when the real interest rate is made a
function of ﬁnancial disintermediation, the real interest rate appeared to have lost its
signiﬁcance in inﬂuencing real variables in the post-1990: 3 period. This study did not,
however, ﬁnd evidence in support of the signiﬁcance of the real interest rate in aﬀecting real
variables through the direct ﬁnancing channel via the capital market.
Keywords: bank lending channel, capital market, cointegration, VAR.
JEL classiﬁcation: E44, E52
I. Introduction
Modern empirical research in monetary economics places emphasis on the ability of policy
to stabilize the macroeconomy (Friedman and Schwartz (1963)). Changes in policy are
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＊＊ Corresponding author.important insofar as they aﬀect aggregate real activities in an economy. Essentially, this
requires the existence of some form of nominal rigidities which would then allow monetary
policy action to be translated into changes in real variables. Accordingly, a well-developed
ﬁnancial system is both crucial and critical for the conduct of monetary policy.
Financial developments over the past three decades, including capital market developments
(as an alternative to bank intermediation), appear to have had altered the conduct of monetary
policy both in developed and developing economies. Accordingly, it has been argued
speciﬁcally by several authors that monetary policy appears to have less of an impact on real
activity than it once had (see Hussein (1992), Azali (1998), Ghazali (1998), Boivin and
Giannoni (2002), Kuttner and Mosser (2002)). In spite of this general observation, the cause of
this perceived change however, remains an open question. Structural changes aﬀecting the
monetary transmission mechanism and the conduct of monetary policy may in fact be non-
ﬁnancial in nature as it is often posited.
The Malaysian ﬁnancial system is becoming more market-based, as both public and private
sectors are increasingly relying on direct (or market) ﬁnancing, as compared to indirect (or
intermediated) ﬁnancing. Indeed, the amount of funds raised from the Malaysian capital market
has increased signiﬁcantly from 1980 to 2005. The annual growth rate of new listings on Bursa
Malaysia over the 26-year period is on average, approximately 20.7%. Following positive
developments in the Malaysian capital market
1, there is now greater access to debt and equity
markets for large classes of borrowers and investors. The process of ﬁnancial disintermediation
̶ deﬁned here as the process where deﬁcit ﬁnancial units, in meeting their ﬁnancing needs,
bypass ﬁnancial institutions in favour of the capital markets has become more apparent.
On one hand, ﬁrms (notably large corporations) are no longer constrained by the banking
system for funds. On the other hand, it is acknowledged that access to the capital market for
funds, even with better information dissemination may not be readily available, particularly to
the small and medium-size enterprises (SMEs). It is more likely that these SMEs would still
rely heavily on the banking system for their ﬁnancing needs. In Malaysia, the banking system
is an important conduit for the propagation of monetary transmission mechanism. A study by
Mansor (2002) conﬁrms that bank deposits and bank loans served as important channels of
monetary transmission mechanism during the pre-Asian crisis for Malaysia. Unfortunately, it is
not readily apparent from this study whether the increasing trend of ﬁnancial disintermediation
implies a weakening of the bank lending channel of monetary transmission mechanism.
Apart from ﬁnancial disintermediation, another recent trend that could be observed in
Malaysia is the signiﬁcant growth of mortgage and consumption credit extended by the banking
system to the household sector ̶ deﬁned as individual persons and non-incorporated
businesses. In response to the increased ﬁnancial disintermediation, banking institutions have
shifted their composition of lending from large corporations to SMEs, including the more
aggressive marketing of consumer and mortgage loans. The rising householdsʼ medium- to long-
term debts which are ﬁnanced by the banking system suggest that the strength of the bank
lending channel in Malaysia may not likely be compromised.
According to Sellon, Jr (2002), the above ﬁnding is consistent with that of the US
economy, where the fall in direct corporate borrowings brought about by the process of
ﬁnancial disintermediation has likely been oﬀset by an increase in household borrowings. This
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1 See Attila (2000) for an overview of the Malaysian capital market as well as recent developments.implies that the optimal design and conduct of monetary policy since the 1990s could no longer
be undertaken without taking into account capital market developments, as well as greater
household access to medium- to long-term ﬁnancing.
The eﬀect of changes in the real interest rate elasticity of the output gap oﬀers an
indicative measure of the eﬀectiveness of monetary policy. From the New-Keynesian interest
rate point of view, the eﬀect of such changes is ambiguous. On one hand, increased ﬁnancial
disintermediation may have removed or limited the impact of an exogenous monetary policy
shocks on real activity. In this respect, Bean, Larsen and Nikolov (2002) argued that when
ﬁrms and/or households are unconstrained in their access to credit, output (and inﬂation) tends
to be stabilized because ﬁrms and households would become relatively less sensitive to current
and/or expected changes in economic conditions. Following rational expectations as well as the
optimizing behaviour of ﬁrms and households, innovations in the policy interest rate will tend
to aﬀect output (and inﬂation) thereby lowering the persistence of moves in the output gap. In
view that real interest rates are an important monetary policy tool in the transmission
mechanism, Bean, Larsen and Nikolov (2002) further argued that a reduction in ﬁnancial
friction associated with ﬁnancial deepening and/or disintermediation would tend to lower the
persistent movements in the output gap, leading to a corresponding reduction in the real interest
rate elasticity of the output gap (referred hereafter as real interest rate elasticity). Accordingly,
this argument suggests a lower ampliﬁcation of an exogenous monetary policy shock. On the
other hand, the greater degree of access to interest-sensitive ﬁnancial assets and liabilities may
have exposed ﬁrms and households directly to interest rate ﬂuctuations. To the extent that a
larger segment of borrowers and lenders may now be directly aﬀected by interest rate
variations, the output gap will appear to be relatively more interest-sensitive.
A monetary policy tightening is likely to cause credit-constrained ﬁrms (whom are mostly
bank-dependant) to face diﬃculty in securing ﬁnancing for their investments even from the
banking system since the problem of adverse selection is likely to be more pronounced. And
since ʻstate veriﬁcationʼ is costly, lenders would therefore demand an external ﬁnance premium
to compensate them for this ʻstate veriﬁcationʼ cost. Empirical evidence in the US suggests that
the estimated premium on external ﬁnance was found to be very low during expansionary
period in 1997 to 1999, but rose sharply in 2000 especially for higher-geared ﬁrms (Levin,
Natalucci and Zakrajsek (2004)) . In general equilibrium, such a setting/mechanism has the
potential to provide ampliﬁcation and propagation, causing persistent movements in ﬁrmsʼ
average cost of capital and therefore investment (and ultimately, output).
Essentially, the presence of ﬁnancial frictions in the form of credit market imperfections
could potentially cause greater output persistence
2 since the costly external ﬁnance premium
would discourage ﬁrms from investing and/or caused their investments to be limited to the
availability of their retained proﬁts. In this respect, the presence of ﬁnancial market frictions
would likely produce an IS curve with relatively greater real interest rate elasticity since the
output gap tends to be larger as compared to a model that is free from ﬁnancial frictions.
Although the argument that greater ﬁnancial disintermediation may imply the reduction of
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2 Of course, as argued by Clarida, Gali and Gertler (1999), there may be a number of features other than ﬁnancial
frictions which can generate endogenous output persistence. For example, investment adjustment costs and habit
persistence in consumption can both be used to motivate output persistence. But even so, the presence of ﬁnancial
frictions should generate greater output persistence than in their absence.ﬁnancial frictions, leading to a likely reduction in real interest rate elasticity, it is also plausible
that the concept of ʻrelationship-bankingʼ renders bank lending less interest rate sensitive as
compared to direct ﬁnancing (which is relatively more price-sensitive). Bank lending contracts
are implicit in nature, allowing the possibility of re-negotiation and risk-sharing amongst the
parties involved ̶ a feature that may not be reﬂected in market interest rates. Consequently,
greater ﬁnancial disintermediation would tend to increase the real interest rate elasticity
following an exogenous monetary policy shock. Given that there is no theoretical consensus on
the eﬀect on real interest rate elasticity, the net impact of these changes could only be assessed
empirically.
Studies on monetary transmission mechanism in Malaysia either concentrated on the
traditional interest rate, monetary aggregate and/or following Bernanke and Blinder (1988) and
Bernanke and Gertler (1995)
3, to include credit aggregates as channels of monetary
transmission mechanism (see Tan and Cheng (1995), Masih and Masih (1996), Azali and
Matthews (1999), Shanmugam, Nair and Ong (2003)). An analysis of monetary policy, and
therefore its eﬀectiveness in inﬂuencing target variables could beneﬁt from a more explicit
consideration of the evolving role of the Malaysian capital market.
Studies on monetary transmission in Malaysia have focused solely on variables such as
bank loans (Mansor (2002)) or commercial banksʼ claim on the private sector (Azali and
Matthews (1999)), without drawing speciﬁc reference to variables characterizing capital market
developments. Further, there does not seem to appear studies that explicitly consider the
implication of monetary policy on the output gap following the increasingly important role
played by the Malaysian capital market. Although Ghazali (1998) concluded the case for a
reduced eﬀectiveness of monetary policy in light of ﬁnancial liberalization and innovation for
Malaysia, this particular study evaluated the response of banksʼ portfolio allocation (notably
bank loans) to changes in Bank Negara Malaysiaʼs (BNM, or the Central Bank of Malaysia)
policy interest rate. The scope of study has been rather limited.
The eﬀect of changes in BNMʼs policy interest rate, speciﬁcally the degree of interest rate
pass-through to the commercial banksʼ average lending rate has also been documented for
Malaysia. The recent study by Tee (2001), however, requires further examination. The degree
of interest rate pass-through, despite rapid in Malaysia, could be extended to account for the
implications on the output gap. Of primary importance is whether the decline in output
following a positive monetary policy shock is often followed by greater or lesser degree of
output persistence.
This paper seeks to examine the eﬀect of ﬁnancial disintermediation ̶ the greater use of
market-based ﬁnancing by the non-ﬁnancial corporate sector (NFCS) and the change of
composition of lending by the banking institutions ̶ on the conduct of monetary policy. It is
of particular interest to ascertain whether the increased ﬁnancial disintermediation since the
early 1990s could have had altered the propagation of monetary transmission mechanism. We
wish to investigate whether (1) the dynamics of monetary transmission mechanism have
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3 In examining monetary transmission mechanism, Bernanke and Gertler (1995) argued speciﬁcally that it is diﬃcult
to explain the magnitude, timing and composition of the economyʼs response to monetary policy solely in terms of the
traditional interest rate channel of monetary transmission mechanism. Consequently, the broad credit channel (namely
bank lending and balance-sheet channels) was proposed by Bernanke and Blinder (1988) to ﬁll the gap in the
traditional story.changed following structural changes that took place in the early 1990s, and (2) whether the
increased ﬁnancial disintermediation that took place during the corresponding period is amongst
one of the causes of this change.
The remaining sections are organized as follows. Section II introduces the data and data
sources, model speciﬁcations, as well as the methodology of analysis. This is followed by
Section III where we report the results of our ﬁndings. Finally, in the concluding section, we
present a discussion as well as evaluation of the results obtained, including some policy
recommendations.
II. Methodology of Study
In order to test our propositions, quarterly data from 1980:1 to 2005:4 are analyzed. In
view of the apparent increased in capital market activities and rising household mortgage and
consumption credit since the early 1990s, two sub-periods are distinguished. The ﬁrst sub-
period is from 1980:1 to 1990:3, while the second sub-period is from 1990:4 to 2005:4. In
determining these two sub-periods, the breakpoint ̶ 1990:3 has been determined exogenously
by examining the patterns revealed by the indicators of ﬁnancial disintermediation (see
discussions below). The variables and the speciﬁcation of the variables, as well as the sources
of data used in our study are set out in Tables 1 and 2 respectively.
The methodology employed in our study involves two stages. In Stage One, our objective
is to ascertain whether there has been a change in the dynamics of monetary transmission
mechanism since the early 1990s. In Stage Two, we introduce a simple structural IS model in
order to examine whether increased ﬁnancial disintermediation has contributed to changes in
the dynamics of monetary transmission mechanism in Malaysia.
1. Stage One Analysis
Firstly, we examine whether there has been a change in the characterization of monetary
transmission mechanism following increased capital market activities, beginning in the early
1990s. For this purpose, we employ a VAR to track such changes.
Before proceeding with the VAR estimation, unit root tests of the time series variables are
ﬁrst conducted in order to ascertain their stationarity properties. We subject the said variables to
a unit root test following Dickey and Fuller (1979), and Phillips and Perron (1987). In these
widely applied stationarity tests, it is acknowledged that these conventional unit root tests do
not allow for the existence of structural break in the time series. Accordingly, an adjusted
augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF)-type unit root test as proposed by Perron (1989) is applied to
the full sample period and the second sub-period in order to account for the possible break in
trend following Malaysiaʼs adoption of capital control and pegged exchange rate regime on 1
September 1998.
Possible changes in both the intercept and slope of the trend function are therefore



















TABLE 1. DESCRIPTION OF VARIABLES
13.
No.
・ Ratio of NFCSʼ direct to indirect ﬁnancing
(i), F2t
















(i) Measure of ﬁnancial disinter-
mediation activities
(ii)Measure of both ﬁnancial dis-
intermediation activities and
growth in household mortgage
and consumption credit




Diﬀerence between the average lending rates extended by commercial
banks to the NFCS and the average discount rate of the 3-month
Treasury Bill, Dt
Diﬀerence between actual output and potential output where potential
output is a Hodrick-Prescott ﬁltered version of the actual output series,
ygapt (in percentage)
The Hodrick-Prescott ﬁlter (HP-ﬁlter) is used as a detrending method.
Supposing the original series yt is composed of a trend component, gt
and a cyclical component, ct, i.e. yt=gt+ct. The HP-ﬁlter isolates the










The output gap is computed as ygapt=(yt,gt)/yt
2.
Nominal GDP deﬂated by the aggregate price level, yt (in logarithmic)
Due to the non-availability of GDP data from 1980:1 to 1990:4, it was
necessary to interpolate the annual series on real GDP to obtain quarterly
series based on Goldstein and Khan (1976).
Diﬀerence between forecasted output and the potential output, ygapft (in
percentage)
Forecasted output is computed based on the estimated output equation
from the extended VAR (see discussion below). Expected output gap is
then computed in the manner similar to the output gap, i.e. as the
percentage diﬀerence in the forecasted output series from the detrended
output series.
Consumer Price Index (CPI) (1980＝100), Pt (in logarithmic)
Average BNMʼs 3-month Inter-bank Rate/Overnight Policy Rate (OPR), it
Ex-post/actual real interest rate, rt
rt=it=Et(pt+1), where expected inﬂation, Et(pt+1)=pt+mt, E(mt)=0
Average bilateral exchange rate between US and Malaysia, st (in
logarithmic)
(expressed as units of domestic currency per unit of foreign currency)
Loans disbursed by the banking system to the NFCS, deﬂated by the
aggregate price level, BLt
Outstanding household mortgage extended by the banking system to the
household sector, deﬂated by the aggregate price level, Mt (in logarith-
mic)
Outstanding household consumption credit extended by the banking
system to the household sector, deﬂated by the aggregate price level, Ct
(in logarithmic)
Notes:
(i) Direct ﬁnancing refers to gross equity ＆ private debt securities raised by the NFCS from the capital market, while
indirect ﬁnancing refers to total loans disbursed by the banking system to the NFCS.
(ii) Loans disbursed by the banking system
(a) primarily comprise loans to the (1) agriculture, hunting, forestry and
ﬁshing sector, (2) mining and quarrying sector, (3) manufacturing sector, (4) utility sector (electricity, gas, water),
(5) wholesale and retail trade, (6) broad property sector (excluding purchase of residential property), and (7)
ﬁnance, insurance and business services sector.
(a) Loans disbursed to the government are included, however these loans are insigniﬁcant, representing less than
one percent of the total loans disbursed by the banking system.







and the breakpoint, TB is ﬁxed at 1998:2.
The asymptoticdistribution of the t-statisticfor testing H0: g = 1 is given by Perron
(1989). The percentage points for the test are dependent on the value of the break function,
TB/n. The optimal lag length for the unit root testing is determined by the Schwarz Information
Criterion (BIC). Once the stationarity properties of the variables are established, it is necessary
to decide the particular speciﬁcation of the VAR. Estimate of VARs in levels run the risk of
being spurious if the variables are integrated series or non-stationary. On the other hand, VARs
speciﬁed in diﬀerences when the variables are non-stationary will generate eﬃcient estimates,
but at the cost of ignoring potential long-run relationship(s) that is/are of importance.
Engle and Granger (1987a, b) demonstrated that if the variables under consideration are
cointegrated, i.e. long-run equilibrium relationship exists amongst the variables, the dynamic
relationship between those variables could be more appropriately represented using VECM.
VECM is essentially a restricted VAR model which imposes long-run constraints among levels
of the variables as implied by their cointegration. They also demonstrated that the
aforementioned long-run constraints are also satisﬁed asymptotically in an unrestricted VAR.
Provided that the variables under consideration are cointegrated, both approaches of restricted
and unrestricted VAR are appropriate for modeling the dynamic interaction among the time
series variables. In view that monetary transmission mechanism is a short to medium-run
phenomenon, it is therefore not surprising that estimating the unrestricted VAR for the
cointegrated variables seemed to be the normal route taken by many researchers in the
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NFCSʼ direct ﬁnancing;
NFCSʼ indirect ﬁnancing; and













TABLE 2. SOURCES OF DATA
BNMʼs Monthly Statistical Bulletins and Quarterly





Discount rate of 3-month Treasury Bill
Commercial banksʼ lending rate
Nominal exchange rate (units of domestic currency
per unit of foreign currency)
Loans disbursed to the NFCS
Household mortgage credit
Household consumption credit
Data Sources of data













BNMʼs Monthly Statistical Bulletins and Quarterly
Economic Bulletins (various issues)
Department of Statisticʼs Monthly and Quarterly
Bulletins (various issues); and IMFʼs International
Financial Statisticsliterature.
4
Likewise, for the purpose of our study, we approach the issue of non-stationarity by pre-
testing the variables in our study using the Johansen (1988) procedure for multivariate
cointegration for both the baseline and the extended models (see further explanation below). In
the event cointegration is found, we shall then proceed to estimate an unrestricted VAR
(hereafter referred to as VAR) in levels as our preferred VAR speciﬁcation. VAR models are
commonly used since this technique allows the researcher to address the simultaneity problem
associated with the eﬀects of monetary policy. The fact that monetary authority would usually
loosen policy when the economy weakens and tightens when the economy strengthens shows
that such endogenous response of policy to economic conditions is one reason why it is diﬃcult
to identify the eﬀects of policy.
The evolution of the vector Xt which contains the macroeconomic variables whose
behaviour we seek to understand, depends both on unexpected disturbances, ut a n do na
systematicc omponent, A0+A1Xt,1+A2Xt,2+…+ApXt,p, that determines how shocks are
propagated to the rest of the economy. The estimates of A0, A1, A2,…, Ap are obtained by
applying ordinary least squares (OLS), and the estimate of E(utu’t) is given by the sample
variance-covariance matrix of the OLS residuals. In this study, we consider a baseline VAR
containing four variables. The vector of Xt is given by,
Xt=[ it, st, yt, Pt]ʼ
The above baseline VAR contains the minimum set of variables that are crucial for any
discussion of monetary policy. The model is then extended with a block of ﬁnancial variable to
reﬂect the prominence of the credit channel in the literature of monetary transmission
mechanism. These variables are namely (1) quantity variables, BLt (capturing the role/existence
of alternative sources of ﬁnancing for the NFCS), Mt and Ct (capturing increased households
access to medium- to long-term ﬁnancing), and (2) price variable, Dt ̶ capturing the role of






t =[it, st, Dt, BLt, Ct, Mt, yt, Pt]ʼ
To determine whether there is statistical evidence in support of signiﬁcant changes in the
characterization of monetary transmission mechanism beginning in the early 1990s, we subject
the estimated individual equations in both the baseline and extended VARs to a Chowʼs
breakpoint test following Chow (1960). The F-statistichas an exac t ﬁnite sample F-distribution
under the null hypothesis of no structural change assuming if the errors are independent and
identically distributed normal random variables. In the event the estimated individual equations
corresponding to each of the sub-period is found to be signiﬁcantly diﬀerent (in accordance
with our expectations), the VARs for both sub-periods are estimated. Estimation of VAR for
the individual sub-periods is necessary to distinguish the dynamics of output during the pre-
and post-1990:3 period.
Our main analysis focuses on how output responds to interest rate shocks using the
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4 VARs in levels can be reparameterized in the form of an error correction model if the variables in the system are
cointegrated. Empirical studies on monetary transmission mechanism that adopted the unrestricted VARs in levels are
amongst others, Bernanke and Blinder (1992), Dale and Haldane (1995), and Ramaswamy and Sloek (1998).impulse response function and variance decomposition derived from the VARs.
5 The
propagation of monetary policy is examined through changes in interest rate because the
monetary policy operational framework of the Central Bank has evolved from targeting
monetary aggregates to targeting short-term interest rates, amidst the progressive transition
towards a more market-based monetary policy implementation procedure. The shift in the
monetary policy strategy since the early 1990s towards interest rate targeting was motivated by
the fact that liberalization of interest rates since 1978,  coupled with deregulation and
liberalization measures resulted in the disassociation between monetary aggregates and the
Central Bankʼs ultimate objective of maintaining price stability. Furthermore, there was clear
structural change in the ﬁnancing pattern of the economy, whereby the ﬁnancing pattern shifted
from interest-inelasticmarket (notably, the Malaysian Government Sec urities (MGS) market)
towards a relatively more interest-sensitive market such as bank credit and capital market
instruments (see Bank Negara Malaysia, 1999).
Since VARs are essentially in reduced-form, it is not possible to ascertain the interest rate
elasticities. As a result, speciﬁctests involving struc tural framework are required, thereby
motivating the stage two analysis.
2. Stage Two Analysis
In the New Keynesian tradition, models of monetary policy are grounded in dynamic
general equilibrium theory and capture the forward-looking behaviour of optimizing ﬁrms and
consumers (for example, see Clarida, Gali and Gertler (1999)). A baseline New Keynesian IS
equation
6 that abstracts from investment and capital accumulation is of the following form:
ygapt=Et(ygapt+1),j[it,Et(pt+1)]+dt (1)
where ygapt is the percentage deviation from a long-run trend.
According to Roldos (2006), the empirical performance of the New Keynesian-type models
are not satisfactory and backward elements have to be added to achieve a reasonable ﬁt.
Accordingly, we modify Equation (1) above to include lagged endogenous persistence, as well
as replacing the current real interest rate with the lagged real interest rate. The speciﬁcation of
the baseline IS equation therefore takes the following form:
ygapt=a0+a1Et(ygapt+1)+a2ygapt,1+a3rt,1+et (2)
In view that we are studying the eﬀects of increased ﬁnancial disintermediation beginning
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5 Some recent works (for example, Gorden and Leeper (1994), Christiano, Eichenbaum and Evans (1996) and Sims
and Zha (1998)), imposed restrictions on the structural component of the error terms in the VAR system to identify
monetary policy shocks. This approach, known as structural VAR or SVAR, is able to produce dynamic impacts of
monetary policy that are consistent with traditional analyses. The identiﬁcation of shocks has another advantage in
isolating the unpredictable component from systematic changes in the policy. As the aim of this study is to examine the
eﬀect of ﬁnancial disintermediation, a comparative analysis through the VAR baseline and extended models is
necessary. Identiﬁcation of the sources of shocks is of less importance as our focus is mainly on interest rate changes
given that short-term interest rate targeting is the key policy instrument of the Central Bank. Further, as is reported in
the following section, the results are largely consistent with the traditional analyses.
6 This equation is often called the intertemporal IS equation, which lies at the core of many recent macroeconomic
models. It is similar to the traditional Keynesian-type IS equation, in the sense that it relates output negatively to the
real interest rate. However, output is also aﬀected by expected future output, as consumers tend to smooth theirin the early 1990s, we extend the baseline IS equation to account for these recent trends. To
accomplish this, we make the coeﬃcient, a3 a function of the variables, F2 and F3, following
the approach of Roldos (2006) i.e.
ygapt=a0+a1Et(ygapt+1)+a2ygapt,1+(a31+a32Fit)rt,1+et (3)
where i=2, 3. The coeﬃcient a31 indicates the real interest rate elasticity (or more accurately,
the elasticity of intertemporal substitution in consumption), and this measure will serve as a
guide for examining the eﬀectiveness of monetary policy in Malaysia in recent years.
In order to examine the dynamism of longer lag lengths in our model, we extend the IS
equation by increasing the number of lag lengths to two. The speciﬁcation of Equations (2) and















where i=2, 3. The real interest rate elasticities in Equations (4) and (5) are now given by b31
+b32 and b31,i+b32,i, respectively. The re-estimated coeﬃcient capturing the interaction eﬀect
of the real interest rate and measures of ﬁnancial disintermediation in the extended IS Equation
(5) is given by (b41,i+ b42,i).
We propose to estimate the IS equations by applying OLS and employ the coeﬃcient
restriction test in order to determine whether the real interest rate elasticities, and the coeﬃcient
capturing the interaction eﬀect of real interest rate and measures of ﬁnancial disintermediation
are statistically signiﬁcant. However, tbe baseline model as given in Equation (2) has the
speciﬁcation of a typical hybrid IS curve as discussed by Christiano, Eichenbaum and Evans
(1999), Erceg, Henderson and Levin (2000) and Smets and Wouters (2002), and thereby suﬀers
from severe autocorrelation.
7 To circumvent the problem, these equations are also estimated
using GMM. To obtain robust estimates, the moment conditions are weighted by heteroskedas-
ticity and autocorrelation robust variance covariance matrix. The variance covariance matrix is
obtained using the Bartlett kernel weights with Newey and Westʼs ﬁxed bandwidth selection
criterion.
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III. Results and Data Analysis
Figure 1 shows the trend of ﬁnancial disintermediation measured using two indicator ratios
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consumption over time. An equation of this form can be obtained as a log-linear approximation to a consumption Euler
equation in a fairly large variety of models. The coeﬃcient j is more appropriately known as the elasticity of
intertemporal substitution in consumption, and δ represents unforecastable demand shocks.
7 In a typical hybrid IS curve, et=1/(1+h)Et(ec,t,ec,t+1) where h is the coeﬃcient of consumption habit formation
and ec,t represents the preference shocks. We thank the referee for alerting us on this point and for the suggestion on
the solution.
8 Eviews Version 5.1 is used for estimations. We kept the variables predetermined at period t and measures of
ﬁnancial disintermediation as instrumental variables. We included Et,2(ygapt,1) as an additional instrumental variable
to remedy the problem of cov(et, Et(ygapt+1)) 40.for the period 1980 to 2005 (see Item 11 of Table 1 for further explanation of these indicators).
It is evident from Figure 1 that the trend of ﬁnancial disintermediation is on the rise. The ratios
are larger in magnitude since 1990:3, an indication of a likely reduction in ﬁnancial frictions
beginning in the 1990s. Thus, the post-1990: 3 period is characterized by increased capital
market activities.
9
1. Stage One Results
Table 3 reports the results for the augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) as well as the Phillips
and Perron (PP) unit root tests when both the constant and trend component are present in the
test regression. For the full sample period, both ADF and PP tests do not provide evidence
against the presence of unit roots in the level variables. However, the test on the ﬁrst
diﬀerences indicates strong rejection of the null hypothesis at 1% level, implying that these
variables are integrated of order one, I(1). These time-series properties remain the same for
both the sub-periods. According to Choi (1992), the PP test is relatively more powerful than the
ADF test in ﬁnite samples. Indeed, in our study, the PP test is able to reject the null hypothesis
in several cases where the results of the ADF test are found to be insigniﬁcant (see for
example, ln BLt, ln Mt and ln Ct). For further analysis of the variables of interest, we shall
henceforth rely on the results of the PP test in our study.
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9 The process of ﬁnancial disintermediation has become more apparent especially with the establishment of Rating
Agency Malaysia Berhad (RAM) in November 1990, the Securities Commission (SC) in March 1993 and the
Malaysian Rating Corporation Berhad (MARC) in October 1995.
FIG 1. INDICATORS OF FINANCIAL DISINTERMEDIATION IN MALAYSIA, 1980:1 ̶ 2005:4Following the above, the Johansen (1988) framework is adopted to investigate if long-run
linkages exist empirically amongst the variables in our study. The Johansenʼs method is
achieved by testing the null hypothesis of at least r cointegrating vectors against a general
hypothesis of more than r cointegrating vectors. The lag length that minimizes the BIC is once
again used for this purpose. The result of the Johansen cointegration test is reported in Table 4.






































^( *)( **) Denotes signiﬁcance at the 10% (5%) and (1%) level.
# The ADF test applied to all the variables are assumed to follow a process containing a drift and a
deterministictime trend.
(a) The 5% and 1% critical values (for l q 0.3) for the adjusted ADF-type unit root test are -4.17 and
-4.78 respectively (Perron, 1989).
(b) The 5% and 1% critical values (for l q 0.5) are -4.24 and -4.90 respectively (Perron, 1989).


























































































































Baseline model Extended model
Notes:






No. of cointegrating relations
Trace statistics











39.8331The result indicates that at 1% level of signiﬁcance, one cointegrating vector is found for the
baseline model, while three cointegrating vectors are found for the extended model. In view of
the existence of long-run empirical relationship amongst the variables in both models, the
dynamic interactions are henceforth analyzed more appropriately using VAR in levels. Both the
baseline and extended VARs are estimated and the BIC consistently choose lag length of order
one for both the models. The results are summarized in Table 5. At least one of the variables
lagged one period is signiﬁcant in explaining the dependent variable. In the output equation,













*(**) Denotes signiﬁcance at 5%(1%) level.
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*(**) Denotes signiﬁcance at the 5%(1%) level.


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































ln Pt ln yt ln Mt ln Ct ln BLt Dt ln st itinterest rate is signiﬁcantly and negatively related to output.
In Table 6, the F-statistics of the break point test suggest that (with the exception of ln
BLt), the single-equation parameters are signiﬁcantly diﬀerent from the parameters of the
separate equations for each sub-period. The F-statisticfor output, ln yt is particularly of interest.
At 1% level of signiﬁcance, the result suggests that the structural change in output coincides
with changes in the ﬁnancial system beginning in the 1990s.
We proceed to estimate the VARs for each sub-period in view of the signiﬁcance of the
Chowʼs breakpoint test. These results are reported in Tables 7 and 8. The estimated VARs are
then used to compute the variance decomposition (VDC) of 12 quarters ahead to evaluate the
contribution of the interest rate shock to the variance of output (see Table 9). The result shows
that the contribution of interest rate shock to the variance of output ﬂuctuations seems to have
decreased dramatically in the second sub-period as compared to the ﬁrst sub-period under both
VAR models.
The characterization of monetary transmission mechanism appeared to have deteriorated in
the post-1990:3 period when credit/ﬁnancial variables are included in the VAR analysis. This is
particularly true for the ﬁrst sub-period. Under the baseline VAR, innovations in the policy
interest rate have accounted for up to 48.60% of the output variations in the ﬁrst sub-period
within a three-year time horizon. The same output variation that is attributable to innovations in
the interest rate fell to under 10% when we consider the extended VAR. Relative to the
baseline VAR, this is indeed a signiﬁcant reduction, suggesting that monetary policy shocks
have accounted for very little variability in output during the ﬁrst sub-period when
credit/ﬁnancial variables are included in the VAR analysis.
Figure 2 shows the generalized impulse responses of output to interest rate shocks. The
impulse response functions in the full sample period indicate a signiﬁcant reduction in output
following a generalized one standard deviation innovation in the policy interest rate within the
ﬁrst to sixth quarter after the shock. This result is consistent in both baseline and extended
VAR. However, output appears to fall rapidly within two quarters in the extended VAR






































9.72compared to the baseline VAR. The impact of the shocks generated from the extended model
seems more short-lived.
When we consider the results for individual sub-periods, output tends to fall more
gradually and persistently in the ﬁrst sub-period under the baseline VAR. When we include the
credit/ﬁnancial variables in the extended VAR, the decline in output appears to reach its trough
within a shorter period of time. Further, the decline in output is statistically signiﬁcant for the
baseline model (the two standard error band is consistently below zero), but not the extended
VAR. The responses in the second sub-period are not statistically signiﬁcant for both the
baseline and extended models. The ﬁndings again suggest a reduction in the impact of interest
rate changes on output in the post-1990:3 period or when credit/ﬁnancial variables are included
in the analysis.
Our ﬁndings that the eﬀect of monetary policy shocks on output appears to have reduced
in the post-1990:3 period (in both the baseline or the extended VAR) are consistent with the
ﬁndings of several researchers such as Leeper, Sims and Zha (1996) and Boivin and Giannoni
(2002) in the US, and Roldos (2006) in Canada. We should also take note that the standard
deviation of interest rate shocks has reduced from the ﬁrst sub-period to the second sub-period
(see Table 10).
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FIG 2. RESPONSE OF OUTPUT TO A GENERALIZED ONE STANDARD DEVIATION
INNOVATION IN THE POLICY INTEREST RATE2. Stage Two Results
The objective of the Stage Two analysis is to derive the real interest rate elasticities for the
structural IS equation for both baseline model and models incorporating measures of ﬁnancial
disintermediation. The elasticities provide an indication on the degree of ampliﬁca t i o no fa n
exogenous monetary policy shock on output. The IS equations (2) and (3) are estimated for
both the full sample and individual sub-periods.
10 We subject our estimated results to several
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The residuals from the interest rate equation in the VAR model are used for computation.
Extended VAR
TABLE 10. STANDARD DEVIATION OF INTEREST RATE SHOCKS
1.12 0.54
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^( *)( **) Denotes signiﬁcance at 10% (5%)( 1 %) level.
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-diagnostictests. These tests inc lude the White ʼs heteroscedasticity test, the autoregressive
conditional heteroscedasticity (ARCH) test of one lag, and the Breusch-Godfrey serial
correlation LM test of one lag. The test results suggest the presence of serial correlation in
models (2) and (3).
The lag lengths are increased to two in order to eliminate the presence of serial
correlation, as well as to examine the dynamics of higher-order lag lengths in our model
speciﬁcation. The results of the estimated Equations (4) and (5) are reported in Tables 11 (full
sample analysis) and 12 (sub-period analysis). With the increase in the number of lags, the
extent of serial correlation has been reduced substantially. At 1% level, there is no evidence of
serial correlation, and the results are consistent across both the full sample as well as individual






























































^( *)( **) Denotes signiﬁcance at 10% (5%)( 1 %) level.
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--sub-periods. In addition, the results of the OLS estimates are broadly similar to those provided
by the GMM estimates, hence providing support to the robustness of the ﬁndings.
In order to test the signiﬁcance of the real interest rate elasticity, we apply the coeﬃcient
restriction test on both the IS equations estimated by OLS and GMM, and the results are
summarized in Table 13. Both set of results are consistent in suggesting that the real interest
rate elasticity remains signiﬁcantly negative in the full sample period for both the baseline IS as
well as the IS models incorporating measures of ﬁnancial disintermediation. Individual sub-
period analysis suggests that the real interest rate elasticity is not signiﬁcant under the baseline
IS for both sub-periods. The real interest rate elasticity remains signiﬁcantly negative but only
in the ﬁrst sub-period for the IS models incorporating the variables F2 and F3.
The signiﬁcance test results for the interaction eﬀect between interest rate and measures of
ﬁnancial disintermediation are given in Table 14. The ﬁndings based on the OLS and GMM
estimates are similar. The coeﬃcients capturing the interaction eﬀect appear to be signiﬁcant
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(I) Full sample
(b31＋b32)
























































^( *)( **) Denotes signiﬁcance at 10% (5%)( 1 %) level.
The numbers in parentheses are F-statistics in (a) and Wald-statistics in (b).




1st sub-period 2nd sub-period 1st sub-period 2nd sub-period 1st sub-period 2nd sub-period
Baseline model
0.2905
(0.9210)but we note that signiﬁcance is once again, only for the ﬁrst sub-period. The positive sign of
the coeﬃcients indicates that increased ﬁnancial disintermediation would lead to a reduction in
the dampening impact of an increase in interest rate on output.
3. Discussion of Results
Following innovations in the policy interest rate, evidence from VDC suggests that the
inclusion of credit/ﬁnancial variables in the VAR analysis has accounted for lesser variability in
output in the second sub-period. In other words, the inclusion of credit/ﬁnancial variables
appears to have absorbed some of the variability of output.
The full sample analysis indicates that the real interest rate elasticity has increased
signiﬁcantly when we include measures of ﬁnancial disintermediation. When individual sub-
periods are examined, our results indicate larger and signiﬁcant real interest rate elasticity for
both models incorporating measures of ﬁnancial disintermediation in the ﬁrst sub-period.
Further, the interaction eﬀect between the real interest rate and F2/F3 has been found to be
signiﬁcant. On the basis of this ﬁnding, innovations in the policy interest rate prior to the
1990:3 have accounted for larger variations in output in the presence of ﬁnancial disintermedia-










































^( *)( **) Denotes signiﬁcance at 10% (5%)( 1 %) level.






2nd sub-period 2nd sub-period 1st sub-period 1st sub-periodtion, compared to the second sub-period.
The real interest rate elasticity is not statistically diﬀerent from zero in the second sub-
period under the extended IS model. The dynamics of monetary transmission mechanism
appeared to have changed, resulting in lower output variability following an exogenous
monetary policy shock. Our results therefore suggest that increased ﬁnancial disintermediation
since the early 1990s has contributed towards changes in the propagation of an exogenous
monetary policy shock.
The contribution of the interest rate shock to the variability of output tends to fall when
the broad credit channel of monetary transmission mechanism is included, alongside with the
traditional interest rate channel beginning in the early 1990s. We could therefore make an
assertion that monetary policy appears to be more eﬀective in inﬂuencing real variables prior to
the 1990: 3 period in Malaysia. From the above assertion, it would appear that increased
ﬁnancial disintermediation in the early 1990s may have caused real interest rate to lose their
signiﬁcance in inﬂuencing real variables. Monetary policy in this respect is therefore less
eﬀective in inﬂuencing real variables during this period. Output tends to be stabilized because
as long as ﬁrms and households are unconstrained in their access to credit, they would become
less responsive to the current and/or changing economic condition. The implication is the
lowering of the persistence of movement in the output gap.
IV. Conclusion
The primary objective of this study is to examine the relative eﬀectiveness of monetary
policy in Malaysia in recent years with increased capital market activities following structural
changes that took place in the ﬁnancial system beginning in the early 1990s. Our data suggest
that when we take into account the credit/ﬁnancial variables into the analysis, the variability of
output fell dramatically. Our data also suggest that the dynamics of monetary transmission
mechanism have changed signiﬁcantly from the pre-1990:3 period (ﬁrst sub-period) to the post-
1990:3 period (second sub-period). Speciﬁcally, output variability that is attributable to interest
rate innovations in the post-1990:3 period appeared to have fallen substantially as compared to
the pre-1990:3 period. Following reduced output variability in the post-1990:3 period, monetary
policy appears to be less eﬀective in inﬂuencing real variables.
There is strong evidence suggesting greater eﬀectiveness of monetary policy in inﬂuencing
real variables during the pre-1990:3 period when the process of ﬁnancial disintermediation is
taken into account. The interaction eﬀect of the real interest rate and measures of ﬁnancial
disintermediation has been found to be signiﬁcant in the ﬁrst sub-period. The evidence suggests
that the subdued capital market activities may have caused monetary policy to be relatively
more potent during the pre-1990: 3 period. There is evidence indicating that the increased
ﬁnancial disintermediation activities in the post-1990:3 period has been associated with reduced
eﬀectiveness of monetary policy in inﬂuencing real variables.
The empirical evidence that we have reported suggests that the lower variability of output
in the post-1990 period is consistent with the results obtained by Boivin and Giannoni (2002)
in the US and Roldos (2006) in Canada. A given exogenous change in the policy interest rate
has led to smaller response of output. Although our results supported the ﬁndings of several
researchers mentioned above, one aspect of our result is strikingly diﬀerent from that of Roldos
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increased capital market activities have been associated with greater real interest rate elasticity,
implying that the output gap in Canada is relatively more responsive to changes in real interest
rate in recent years.
The ﬁndings of lower variability of output as well as the greater real interest rate elasticity
in Canada imply that the systematic component of monetary policy (one that is characterized by
monetary policy reaction function) has likely to have become more important with greater use
of market-based ﬁnancing. The situation in Malaysia appears to be diﬀerent in the sense that
although the eﬀectiveness of an exogenous monetary policy shock appears to have diminished,
the real interest rate elasticity has also appeared to have lost its signiﬁcance in inﬂuencing the
output gap in the post-1990 period. In this regard, the increased ﬁnancial disintermediation
since the early 1990s appears to have made the conduct of monetary policy more diﬃcult. Our
ﬁndings conﬁrm the argument made by Chong and Goh (2005) whom suggest that in recent
years, the use of interest rate alone may be limited in its eﬀectiveness for aﬀecting real
economic activities.
Our study involves the examination of real interest rate elasticity as a function of ﬁnancial
disintermediation. An examination of the extent of market-based ﬁnancing of the NFCS in
Malaysia shows that gross nominal funds raised in the capital market accounted for, on average,
only 12.16% (for F2) and 9.59% (for F3) for the period 1990:3 to 2005:4. As at the end of
2005, bank loans accounted for more than 85% of total NFCSʼ total ﬁnancing. In industrialized
economies such as Canada, this percentage is as low as 40%. It is thus not surprising that the
capital market (direct ﬁnancing) channel of monetary policy transmission mechanism appears to
be overshadowed by the interest rate channel, resulting in the insigniﬁcance of the interaction
eﬀect of the real interest rate and measures of ﬁnancial disintermediation in inﬂuencing real
variables in the post-1990:3 period.
Nonetheless, we ought to acknowledge that the reduced variability in output in recent
years may in actual fact be non-ﬁnancial in nature (Kuttner and Mosser (2002)). Other factors
such as changing behaviour of ﬁrms and consumers, re-organization of markets, as well as
more eﬀective management of inventories could have contributed to the apparent stability in
output in recent years. These are legitimate arguments that warrants further consideration.
This paper focuses on the interest rate channel for monetary policy transmission
mechanism. Clearly, future research should take other policy transmission channels into account
to investigate the dynamics of the transmission process. The asset price channel would be
particularly challenging given the changing ﬁnancial landscape in Malaysia where the corporate
sector is increasingly relying on market ﬁnancing and the growth of mortgage loans extended to
the household sector is on the increase. These developments have important implications on the
asset price channel through the wealth eﬀects on consumption and investment.
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